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Johnson and Garrick.
[A.D. 1769.
' But has he not brought Shakspeare into notice1 ?' JOHNSON. ' Sir, to allow that, would be to lampoon the age. Many of Shakspeare's plays are the worse for being acted: Macbeth, for instance'.' Bo SWELL. 'What, Sir, is nothing gained by decoration and action ? Indeed, I do wish that you had mentioned Garrick.' JOHNSON. ' My dear Sir, had I mentioned him, I must have mentioned many more: Mrs. Pritchard, Mrs. Gibber,—nay, and Mr. Gibber too ; he too altered Shakspeare.' BOSWELL. 'You have read his apology, Sir?' JOHNSON. 'Yes, it is very entertaining. But as for Gibber himself, taking from his conversation all that he ought not to have saidn, he was a poor creature. I remember when he brought me one of his Odes to have my opinion of it*; I could not bear such nonsense, and would not "let him read it to the end; so little respect had I for that great man ! (laughing.) Yet I remember Richardson wondering that I could treat him with familiarity6.' *
I mentioned to him  that I had seen the execution of
1 In the Garrick Carres, i. 385, there is a letter from Mrs. Montagu to Garrick, which shows the ridiculous way in which Shakespeare was often patronised last century, and ' brought into notice.' She says :— ' Mrs. Montagu is a little jf1 .AS for poor Shakespeare, for if Mr. Garrick often acts Kitely, Ben^fonson will eclipse his fame.'
>J ' Familiar comedy is often more powerful on the theatre than in the page; imperial tragedy is always less.' Johnson's Works, v. 122. See also Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 15 and 16, 1773, where Johnson 'displayed another of his heterodox opinions—a contempt of tragick acting.' Murphy {Life, p. 145) thus writes of Johnson's slighting Garrick and the stage:—' The fact was, Johnson could not see the passions as they rose and chased one another in the varied features of that expressive face; and by his own manner of reciting verses, which was wonderfully impressive, he plainly showed that he thought there was too much of artificial tone and measured cadence in the declamation of the theatre.' Reynolds said of Johnson's recitation, that' it had no more tone than it should have.' Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 26, 1773. See^w/, April 3,1773.
3  See post, April 6, 1775, where Johnson, speaking of Gibber's 'talents of conversation,' said :—' He had but half to furnish; for one half of what he said was oaths.'
4  See ante, June 13, 1763.                          B See/atf, Sept. 21,1777.
severalme was for the impeachment of a Minister; I always
